
SCHOOLS NorthEast Weekly News Round-up – 24 February 2010 

Regional news 

Darlington 

• School volleyball team reaches national quarter finals (Northern Echo) 
• Anger over venue for Darlington teacher training (Northern Echo) 

Durham 

• Singer to play school gig in memory of his mother (Northern Echo) 
• No reason given after school governor removed from group (Northern Echo) 

Gateshead 

• Pupils can count on new numeracy aid (Journal) 

Northumberland 

• Schools raise funds for victims (Hexham Courant) 
• Pupils make a splash learning about salmon (Hexham Courant) 
• Middle school goes green with gusto (Hexham Courant) 
• Students take part in Big Brother style event (News Post Leader) 
• KEVI is gunning for capital date (Morpeth Herald) 
• School fundraising in style (Morpeth Herald) 

Redcar and Cleveland 

• School closure row gets heated (Northern Echo) 
• Strength of feeling is clear as scores turn out to fight planned school closure (Northern Echo) 

Sunderland 

• Schools ban Bomb Bags after tot is injured (Sunderland Echo) 
• Pupils rescued after minibus skid (Sunderland Echo) 
• School turned into cinema (Sunderland Echo) 
• Houghton pupils switch on school’s first wind turbine (Sunderland Echo) 
• BNP teacher faces misconduct charge (Shields Gazette) 
• Learning lessons on eco power (Shields Gazette) 

Teesside 

• The big Teesside school debate hots up (Evening Chronicle) 
• All Saints pupils need £20k to save Africa trip (Evening Gazette) 
• New principal sets about finding name for merged Acklam school (Evening Gazette) 
• Meeting held on controversial school plans (Evening Gazette) 
• Damning Ofsted report slams centre for excluded pupils (Evening Gazette) 
• Standing together to fight for St peter’s school (Evening Gazette) 
• Overfields school caretaker set for Lionsraw African soccer adventure (Evening Gazette) 
• Ofsted inspectors praise progress at Stokesley School (Evening Gazette) 
• £160k could be spent to survey Stockton school sites (Evening Gazette) 

Tyneside 

http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/darlington/5029788.School_team_reaches_national_quarter_finals/�
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/darlington/3/�
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/bishopauckland/5033622.Singer_to_play_school_gig_in_memory_of_his_mother/�
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/durham/5032501.Wife_of_child_porn_offender_off_board/�
http://www.journallive.co.uk/north-east-news/todays-news/2010/02/25/pupils-can-count-on-new-numeracy-aid-61634-25909508/�
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http://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/BNP-teacher-faces-misconduct-charge.6114599.jp�
http://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/Learning-lessons-on-ecopower.6100382.jp�
http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/2010/02/26/the-big-teesside-school-debate-hots-up-84229-25920116/�
http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/2010/03/01/all-saints-pupils-need-20k-to-save-africa-trip-84229-25927723/�
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http://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/2010/02/23/160k-could-be-spent-to-survey-stockton-school-sites-84229-25891244/�


• Tyneside school set for anti-bullying award (Evening Chronicle) 
• Sporting pupils are on the ball (Shields Gazette) 
• Teachers could boycott Sats tests (Shields Gazette) 
• School’s pledge to tackle truancy (Shields Gazette) 
• School swap scheme is class act! (Shields Gazette) 
• Teachers’ fears over asbestos (Shields Gazette) 

Regionwide news 

• North East teachers boycott threat over Sats (Journal) 
• Entry is open for this year’s school awards (Journal) 

National education news 

23rd February 2010 

• Commons backs sex education move (BBC News) 
• Parents to choose leaders of failing schools (Guardian) 
• Parents given power to sack Head Teachers (Daily Telegraph) 

24th February 2010 

• Teaching profession ‘under-rated’ (BBC News) 
• Labour’s teaching strategies were a burden, say inspectors (Guardian) 
• Faith schools opt-out gets approval (Guardian) 
• One in four young people in some areas have no qualifications (Times) 
• HMI chief to reassess school inspections (Times) 
• Half of primary pupils leave with poor literacy skills (Times) 
• Boarding schools: Board at your leisure (Daily Telegraph) 
• Ofsted: labour school reforms ‘not working’ (Daily Telegraph) 
• ‘Children will suffer if school building plan is cut’, says CABE (Independent) 
• Labour plan to give power over schools to parents (Independent) 
• Ofsted criticises Three Rs ‘initiative overload’ (BBC News) 
• Plan to put tobacco in curriculum (BBC News) 
• Balls promises special need support (Guardian) 

25th February 2010 

• One in 10 five-year-olds are ‘nursery Neets’ (BBC News) 
• Science and maths exams ‘need shake-up’ (BBC News) 
• Underclass of pre-school children emerging, says report (Guardian) 
• Science lessons need more explosions and pyrotechnics, report says (Times) 
• Tories would scrap new duty for parents that educate at home (Times) 
• Education: why are we bottom of the class (Daily Telegraph) 
• Private schoolgirls targeted by teenage gang members (Daily Telegraph) 
• Warning over rise of ‘nursery NEETs’ (Daily Telegraph) 
• School science undermined by ‘easy’ exams (Daily Telegraph) 
• Make maths and science exams tougher, says report (Independent) 
• Record numbers not in education, work or training (Guardian) 
• Heads reluctant to report weak teachers (Guardian) 

26th February 2010 

http://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/north-east-news/todays-evening-chronicle/2010/02/24/tyneside-school-in-line-for-anti-bullying-award-72703-25904453/�
http://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/Sporting-pupils-are-on-the.6111875.jp�
http://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/Teachers-could-boycott-Sats-tests.6111920.jp�
http://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/School39s-pledge-to-tackle-truancy.6110286.jp�
http://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/School-swap-scheme-is-a.6101636.jp�
http://www.shieldsgazette.com/news/Teachers39-fears-over-asbestos.6097195.jp�
http://www.journallive.co.uk/north-east-news/todays-news/2010/02/27/north-east-teachers-boycott-threat-over-sats-61634-25924513/�
http://www.journallive.co.uk/north-east-news/todays-news/2010/02/26/entry-is-open-for-this-year-s-school-awards-61634-25917302/�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8533235.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/23/parents-choose-failing-school-leaders�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7300124/Parents-given-power-to-sack-headteachers.html�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8531347.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/24/national-strategies-a-burden-ofsted�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/24/sex-education-faith-schools-opt-out�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/school_league_tables/article7039032.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/scotland/article7038662.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/scotland/article7038686.ece�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/7299032/Boarding-schools-Board-at-your-leisure.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7300848/Ofsted-Labour-school-reforms-not-working.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/children-will-suffer-if-school-building-programme-is-cut-says-cabe-1908546.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/labour-plan-to-give-power-over-schools-to-parents-1908545.html�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8530575.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8531057.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/24/balls-promises-special-needs-support�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8536176.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8535446.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/25/pre-school-underclass-educational-disengagement�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article7040146.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article7040152.ece�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/7313042/Education-why-are-we-bottom-of-the-class.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/secondaryeducation/7309768/Private-schoolgirls-targeted-by-teenage-gang-members.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7308574/Warning-over-rise-of-nursery-NEETs.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7308691/School-science-undermined-by-easy-exams.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/make-maths-and-science-exams-tougher-says-report-1909927.html�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/25/further-education-colleges�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/25/weak-teachers-not-reported�


• Private schools condemn ‘social engineering’ (Daily Telegraph) 
• Primary schoolteacher sacked after Sats scandal (Daily Telegraph) 
• Teachers to face ballot of Sats scandal (Daily Telegraph) 
• Poor teachers ‘may be slipping through the net’, says General Teaching Council Report (Daily 

Telegraph) 
• School canteens ‘should be turned into restaurants’ (Daily Telegraph) 
• Half of councils fail to report bad teachers (Independent) 
• Government ‘to miss Neet target’ (BBC News) 
• More than 100,000 children to miss out on first-choice secondary school (Guardian) 
• Home-schooled children ‘at doubled risk of abuse’ (Times) 

Click here to read this week’s Times Education Supplement online 

27th February 2010 

• Schools careers advice ‘patchy and inconsistent’ (BBC News) 
• Sats boycott vote date announced by headteachers (BBC News) 
• ‘I would be prepared to appeal if we don’t get into first-choice school’ (Times) 
• One in six parents will be denied their secondary school choice (Times) 
• Parents who cheat on school places will escape court (Daily Telegraph) 
• 1,000 pupils a day commit physical and verbal assaults (Daily Telegraph) 
• 100,000 ‘will miss out on first-choice school’ (Independent) 

28th February 2010 

• School exclusions ‘punish vulnerable children’ (BBC News) 
• Leading comprehensives ‘block out poorer pupils’ (Guardian) 
• Ofqual ordered boards to downgrade GCSE results (Guardian) 
• Cambridge applicant told he must get 3 A*s (Times) 
• Vulnerable children ‘condemned to fail by school exclusions’ (Independent) 
• BBC writes off £150m loss at online GCSE revision service (Independent) 
• Lawyers report 500 per cent rise in school admission appeals (Independent) 

1st March 2010 

• Conservatives to announce academy expansion plans (BBC News) 
• Pupils in England told their secondary school places (BBC News) 
• Bonuses for teacher colleges that send top graduates to tough schools (Guardian) 
• Simon Darby, BNP leader, interviewed by pupils in their classroom (Times) 
• Exams regulator ordered secret downgrading of GCSE results (Times) 
• Twins Paula and Peter Imafidon, 9, prepare for secondary school (Times) 
• Fifth of pupils need help of private maths tutor (Daily Telegraph) 
• Boys read as much as girls, but prefer the simpler books (Independent) 
• Tories vow to overhaul schools watchdog (Independent) 
• Talented twins win secondary school places aged 9 (Independent) 
• Lib Dems link school cash to poor (BBC News) 
• Qualifications ‘to be scrapped’ (BBC News) 
• Gove promises best schools and Ofsted-free future (Guardian) 
• School admissions: half lose out in some areas (Daily Telegraph) 
• Michael Gove: top schools to be spared Ofsted inspections (Daily Telegraph) 

2nd March 2010 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7318961/Private-schools-condemn-social-engineering.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7315866/Primary-schoolteacher-sacked-after-Sats-scandal.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/primaryeducation/7318795/Teachers-to-face-ballot-on-SATS-boycott.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7315679/Poor-teachers-may-be-slipping-through-the-net-says-General-Teaching-Council-report.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7316244/School-canteens-should-be-turned-into-restaurants.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/half-of-councils-fail-to-report-bad-teachers-1911323.html�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8539244.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/26/secondary-school-choice-offers�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article7042731.ece�
http://www.tes.co.uk/searchResults.aspx?area=publications&parametrics=WVPUBLICATIONID|2,WVISSUENAME|26%20February%202010�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8540230.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8539572.stm�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/school_league_tables/article7043155.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/school_league_tables/article7043108.ece�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7332398/Parents-who-cheat-on-school-places-will-escape-court.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7333077/1000-pupils-a-day-commit-physical-and-verbal-assaults.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/100000-will-miss-out-on-firstchoice-school-1912335.html�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8541404.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/28/comprehensive-schools-segregation-study�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global/2010/feb/28/ofqual-ordered-curb-on-gcses�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/education/article7044166.ece�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/vulnerable-children-condemned-to-fail-by-school-exclusions-1913014.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/tv-radio/bbc-writes-off-163150m-loss-at-online-gcse-revision-service-1913214.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/lawyers-report-500-per-cent-rise-in-school-admission-appeals-1913015.html�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8542589.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8539750.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/mar/01/teacher-training-colleges-bonuses-tough-schools�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article7044483.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/school_league_tables/article7044650.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/school_league_tables/article7044675.ece�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7338334/Fifth-of-pupils-need-help-of-private-maths-tutor.html�
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http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/tories-vow-to-overhaul-schools-watchdog-1913874.html�
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/talented-twins-win-secondary-school-places-aged-9-1913665.html�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8543056.stm�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8543805.stm�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/mar/01/gove-promises-ofsted-free-future�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/7347379/School-admissions-half-lose-out-in-some-areas.html�
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/7346077/Michael-Gove-top-schools-to-be-spared-Ofsted-inspections.html�


• Third of city pupils miss place (BBC News) 
• Secondaries should ‘take over’ primaries, say Tories (Times) 
• New curriculum ‘should not come as a surprise to teachers’ (Times) 
• Schools struggle to place pupils who used to go private (Times) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/8544410.stm�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article7046052.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/scotland/article7045973.ece�
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/article7045175.ece�

