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Sessionoverview

Á Role and purpose of Research Schools

Á²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ ōȅ ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩΚ

Á What is the latest evidence telling us?

Á Questions
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Role and purpose 
of Research Schools
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Research Schools Network

ÅThe Research Schools 

Network is a partnership 

between the EEF, the IEE 

and the Department for 

Education. 

ÅThere are 22 Research 

Schools which provide 

school-led support for the use 

of evidence to improve 

teaching practice.
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Teaching seen 

as more  

professionalised

óBest betsô for 

improving 

outcomes for 

pupils

Effective use of 

time and 

resources: identify 

what does and 

doesnôt work

Increased 

teacher 

autonomy

The Case for Evidence-Based 
Education
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Applying evidence in practice
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What have we done?

Á Evaluated CPD programme ςaligned with 
evidence-based principles. Made this explicit to 
staff

Á Evaluated & refined SCITT curriculum ςaligned 
with evidence-based principles. This is made 
explicit to trainees. They are accessing EEF 
Toolkit etc ςforming good habits from the start.
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The need for Research Schools

Uptake of research is based on trust and people 

as much as practical usefulness:

ÅChange is a social process

ÅThe expertise on how to apply evidence 

in schools and classrooms lies with 

teachers

ÅSchools listen to other schools

ÅResearch needs practical application:

peer coaching and training is key to 

producing substantive changes in 

teachersô practice
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Research Schools

Research Schools work with 

the other schools in their 

network to support them to 

make better use of evidence to 

inform their teaching and 

learning.

They do this through:

ÅCommunication

ÅTraining and Modelling

Å Innovation
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Å Newsletter

Å Social media

Å Blogs

Å Conferences e.g. Schools NE Summit

Å Teachmeets 

Å Programmes for leaders and 
teachers

Å Leading Learning

Å Leading Literacy

Å Memory and Metacognition

Å Support with developing innovations and 
evaluation models

Å Applications for IEE Innovation Evaluation 
Grants

Å Invitations to participate in new and 
developing evaluations

Å Running an RCT in testing and retrieval 
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What do we mean 
ōȅ ΨŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩΚ
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Levels of evidence

Most schools 
here

Some schools 
here

Most schools 
not here
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EEF 
evidence ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

to justify almost every 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ Χ

But is it good evidence?

How specific is the evidence 
to what you want to achieve?

Types of evidence
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@EducEndowFoundn

14

The Teaching and Learning 

Toolki t

Å34 syntheses of the research findings 
from meta-analyses and systematic 
reviews, grouped by type.

ÅEach strand shows:

Å Average impact expressed as additional 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ

Å Average costs

Å Evidence security ratings

ÅThe Toolkit gives ΨōŜǎǘ ōŜǘǎΩbased 
on what hasworked, and what 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ 
experiences.

ÅIt ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ will work ς
but is a good starting point for the 
evidence.
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The Flaw of Averages...
A statistician drowns whilst 

crossing a river that is 3 feet 
deep, on average.

Credit: Jeff Danziger

BEWARE! 
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How might the language used here persuade a school to take the research at face value?

What questions would you want to ask about this research? 
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