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The Research Schools

Network is a partnership

between the EEF, the IEE

and the Department for srtnem

Catholic Academy

Education.
There are 22 Research Ottt

Aspirer Research School

Schools which provide

by The Keele and North
Staffordshire Alliance

school-led support for the use o

of evidence to improve
teaching practice.

The Academy at Shotton Hall
Research School

North Yorkshire Coast Research
School by Esk Valley Alliance
Huntington Research School

Bradford Research School at
Dixons Academies

Doncaster Research School by
Partners in Learning

Kyra Research School

Derby Research School at
Wyndham Primary

Norwich Research School at Notre
Dame High School

East Cambridgeshire and Fenland
Research School at Littleport CP School

Samuel Ward Research School

Sandringham Research School

Rosendale Research School

Hastings Research School at Ark
Blacklands Primary Academy
Durrington Research School

Kingsbridge Research School
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Effective use of
oBest Dbet time and
improving resources: identify
outcomes for what does and
pupils doesnodt

Teaching seen Increased
as more teacher

professionalised autonomy
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Applying evidence In practice

Step 1: Decide what you want to achieve

Identify school priorities using internal data
and professional judgement.

Step 35: Securing and spreading change Step 2: Identifying possible solutions

Mobilise the knowledge and use the findings
to inform the work of the school to grow or stop
the intervention.

External evidence summarised in the Toolkit
can be used to inform choices.

Step 4: Did it work? Step 3: Giving the idea the best chance of success

Evaluate the impact of your decisions and
identify potential improvements for the future.

Applying the ingredients of effective
implementation.
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A Evaluated CPD programmaligned with
evidencebased principles. Made this explicit to
staff

A Evaluated & refined SCITT curriculg@ligned
with evidencebased principles. This is made
explicit to trainees. They are accessing EEF
Toolkit etcg forming good habits from the start.
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Uptake of research is based on trust and people
as much as practical usefulness:

A Change is a social process

A The expertise on how to apply evidence
In schools and classrooms lies with
teachers

A Schools listen to other schools

A Research needs practical application:
peer coaching and training is key to
producing substantive changes in
teachersd6 practice
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Research Schools work with
the other schools in their
network to support them to
make better use of evidence to
Inform their teaching and
learning.

They do this through:

A Communication

A Training and Modelling
A Innovation
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A Newsletter

. . RESEARCH SCHOOL
A Social media ‘\O/./.
A Blogs

A Conferences e.g. Schools NE Summit
A Teachmeets

Training
A Programmes for leaders and
teachers
A Leading Learning

A Leading Literacy
A Memory and Metacognition

Innovation

A Support with developing innovations and
evaluation models

A Applications for IEE Innovation Evaluation
Grants

A Invitations to participate in new and
developing evaluations

A B\.[mlng an RCT in testing and retrleval
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Level @

You have manuals, systems

Levels ObVIdence and procedures to ensure

consistent replication
and positive impact

Most schools
not here Level @

You have one + independent
replication evaluations that
confirms these conclusions

Someschools
here Level e

You can demonstrate
causality using a control
or comparison group

Most schools Level @

here You capture data that
shows positive change,
but you cannot confirm
you caused this

Level @

You can describe what
you do and why it matters,
logically, coherently and
convincingly

Source: Puttick, R. and Ludlow, J. (2012) 'Standards of Evidence for Impact Investing.' London: Nesta.
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Types of evidence

Indicative
strength

Type of evidence

* Meta-analysis or systematic
review - analysis and
SUMMary across many
individual evaluations

* Matched-comparison
design or a randomised
controlled trial — tests
intervention against a
comparison grp

EEF
=l cvidence

T @ @

+ Sound theory backed by a
growing body of empirical
research & may cite DfE
policy ! VWhite paper

Q

+ Independent research /
evaluation — uses surveys,
data analysis, monitoring,
interviews, observations,
focus groups, etc

+ Internal / in-house
evaluation. Mot
independently evaluated

* -inc. case studies,
observation, interviews, Ml

+ Expert opinion / advice from
consultants, academics or
sector grp

* Media articles / anecdotal

reporis and interest groups |

k Research
Schools Network
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But Is it good evidence?

How specific is the evidence
to what you want to achieve?
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A 34 syntheses of the research findings
from metaanalyses and systematic
reviews, grouped by type.

A Each strand shows:

A Average impact expressed as additional
Y2y uKaQ € SFENyYyAy3a LI

A Average costs
A Evidence security ratings
A The Toolkit give® 6 S & Ubaseds U -
on whathasworked, andwhat
KIHay Qi i KNRIAKE 2 0
experiences.
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but is a good starting point for the
evidence
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BEWARE!

Credit: Jeff Danziger

The Flaw of Averages...
A statistician drowns whilst
crossing a river that is 3 feet

deep, on average.
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A primary school has allowed its pupils to wear slippers in class after research
suggested it helps them get better grades.

Findern Primary School in Derbyshire has been trialing the idea there are benefits to children's
learning when in a "shoeless" environment. Head teacher Emma Tichener said the pupils have been
"more relaxed and calmer than usual."

How might the language used here persuade a school to take the research at face val

What questions would you want to ask about this research?
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